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Press-release

For the first time Russia will present real modern Russian architecture at the Biennale di Venezia

The Russian Federation Culture and Cinematography agency traditionally organize a Russian pavilion at the Biennale di Venezia. This time V. Tsereteli is the commissioner and G. Revzin and P. Horoshilov are the curators.

This time the Russian pavilion will demonstrate a wide range of architectural projects which have been implemented in the country during the last 5-10 years, including the works of Russian and foreign masters. It is for the first time in the history of Russian participation in the Biennale that architecture implemented in as a real sector of our developing national economy will be represented, which has a grew significance for understanding the political, social and creative possibilities of architectural practice in Russia.

The acquaintance of foreign specialists and spectators with great number of Russian architects` projects and with the examples of their fruitful cooperation with investment and building companies, undoubtedly, will promote the positive image of Russia abroad.

It is also significant that for the first time the exposition is supported by the development companies working with prominent figures in the modern architecture. 

Among these companies well-known INTECO, KROST, MIRAX, MTDevelopment, RGI, Forum Properties etc.

Grigoriy Revzin: The specificity of our participation is that we have never showed real Russian architecture preferring it to conceptual projecting and students` works. Lately Russia has gone through building boom which has become the important factor of the international economy. The most interesting and gifted figures have left the field of conceptual projecting and teaching and have plunged into the practical work. In this very way the new generation of Russian architectural stars has appeared.

Until recent times foreign architects have built nothing in Russia. It was the reason for Russian masters to try to make a production of western quality in the conditions of the close market. However, today the situation has changed dramatically: western stars have come to Russia. Ex-idols have become the rivals.

Pavel Horoshilov: We see Russian architecture in the crucial moment – now it should find its own creative position in the conditions of market competition. That is why the visitors of the Russian pavilion will see both Russian and western projects. The result of this competition is still unpredictable. We suggest solving this situation.

The topic of the XI Biennale di Venezia is “Out there. Architecture beyond building”

The curator is Aaron Betski.

The topic, declared by Betski, is not only about the practical work in the architecture. It also connected with the architectural imagination. The member of Russian pavilion Nikolay Polisskiy with his “images”-buildings lacking definite shape and born from the architecture will represent the Russian architectural utopia. Who, in what way and when will be able to make these dreams come true? The combination of  Russian architects` projects making an urban space and Nikolay Polisski`s dreams of architecture are the curators` borders of notion of modern Russian architecture.

The project of exposition will be realized by Russian architects – Vladimir Kuzmin and Vlad Savinkin.

The official partner of Russian pavilion is “People2People Communications” agency.

The participants of Russian pavilion are: David Adjaye, Aleksandr Asadov, Alexej Bavykin, Mikhail Belov, Andrej Bokov, Jean-Michel Wilmotte, Jurij Grigoryan , Sergej Kiseliov, Boris Leviant, Thomas Lizer , Nikolaj Lyzlov, Jean Nouvel, Vladimir Plotkin, Domenico Perro, Aleksandr Skokan, Sergei Skuratov, Sergei Tkacenko, Chris Wilkinson , Mikhail Filippov , Norman Foster, Zaha Hadid, Mikhail Khazanov, Sergei Cioban, Peter Schweger, Erick Van Egeraat, Nikita Javein.
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